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Reminders for the 
next few weeks: 

 
 

Holy Day 
The Nativity of The Lord 

(Christmas) 
Vigil 12/24   4:00 PM 
Mass 12/25   11:00 AM 

 
 

Special Collection 
Children and Family  

Services Appeal 
12/24 & 25/2018 

 
 

Holy Day 
Solemnity of Mary 

Vigil 12/31/2018  7:00 PM 
Mass 1/1/2019 9:00 AM 

 
 

Lessons & Carols 
1/6/2019   2:00  PM 

 

 

 

 

Please check your  
bulletin and insert for 

updates for Mass times 
for Holy Days 

 

 



4:00 PM | Saturday, December 15 
Lector  

Stan Materkowski 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Volunteer, Mary Houseman, Ginger DeBlasio 

Altar Servers  
Emily Callaway, Volunteer 

11:00 AM | Sunday, December 16 
Lector  

Noah Lehner 

Eucharistic Ministers  
Tina Quinn, Mary Ryckman, Bill Ryckman 

Altar Servers  
Volunteer, Volunteer 

 

4:00 PM | Saturday, December 22 
Lector  

Bill Hughes 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Tony Lovato, Volunteer, Michaelene Nohavicka 

Altar Servers  
Volunteer 

11:00 AM | Sunday, December 23 
Lector  

Aleta Keegan 

Eucharistic Ministers  
Darlene Schehr, Tina Quinn, Dan Landini 

Altar Servers  
Volunteer, Volunteer 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

Saturday, December 15 
4:00 PM                                                 Vigil– Third Sunday of Advent 
Edwin R. Hogan by Christy and John Sweeney  
 

Sunday, December 16 
11:00 AM                                                             Third Sunday of Advent 
Nino Lombardozzi (10th Year Memorial) 

          by Family 
 

Monday, December 17 
8:00 AM                                                                 Late Advent Weekday 

The Kemmery Family by Family 
 

Tuesday, December 18 

8:00 AM                                                                 Late Advent Weekday 

Gene Hunt by Renee and Spandy Zamany 
 

Wednesday, December 19 
8:00 AM                                                                 Late Advent Weekday 

Jim Toscano by Beverly Novachek Toman 
 

Thursday,  December 20 
8:00 AM                                                                 Late Advent Weekday 

The Balash Family by Family 
 

Friday, December 21 
8:00 AM                                                                 Late Advent Weekday 

Frank McGrogan by Mr. And Mrs. Stephen Price 
 

Saturday, December 22 
4:00 PM                                             Vigil – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Mike Sweeney by Family  
 

Sunday, December 23 
11:00 AM                                                          Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Helen Francia (Birthday Memorial) 

          by Cathy and George Bando 

WEEKLY BELL CHIMES  
NOON  6:00 PM DAY  

SAT 12/15    

SUN 12/16    

MON 12/17 Jack Toman—Birthday   

TUES 12/18 Priscilla & Ed Hogan—Anniversary  Helen & John Connolly—Memorial 

WED 12/19 Sherri & Jack Fabean—Anniversary   

THURS 12/20 CDA Court Miriam #1315   

FRI 12/21 Betty & Bill Kubic—Anniversary   

SAT 12/22 Albert Krempasky—Memorial  Michael Sweeney—Memorial 

SUN 12/23 John Steban—Memorial  Melvin Maleski—Memorial 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Financial Report for 
12/09/2018 

Parish Income:  
Offertory:  $2365.00  
Loose:  268.00  
Candles:  63.00  
Monthly:  160.00  
Holy Days:  1067.00  

Total:  $3923.00  

Parish Budget  $4,000.00  
Total Income  $3923.00  

Under Budget  $77.00  
Total Offertory      $3954.00 
Includes special collections 

 

Concerns Regarding Sexual Abuse 
If you have any suspicion about the sexual abuse (or any other type of abuse) of a minor child by anyone — please 
contact PA Childline immediately at 1-800-932-0313. If the alleged abuser is functioning in a parish, school or diocesan 
position as clergy, religious, paid staff or volunteer you are also requested to contact the Bishop’s Delegate for Matters 
of Sexual Misconduct after you have called the Childline number and made the report. The Bishop’s Delegate may be 
reached at 724-837-0901, Ext. 1221  

 
 
 
 
 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
December 16, 2018 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 

In Christianity, we hear often about the "Good News." We might often associate it with 
Jesus' compassion to the poor, his healings and miracles, and the salvation he won for 
us. In today's Gospel, we read of John the Baptist. "Exhorting them in many other ways, 
he preached good news to the people." Yet as we examine the rest of the reading, we 
see examples of John's preaching. If you have two cloaks, give one away. Don't cheat 

others out of their money, extort, or lie. And, of course, the warning that the Messiah is 
on the move and "his winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

Merry Christmas? 
 

Not only do John's listeners enjoy his message, but they seem to think he might be the 
awaited Messiah! To understand today's Gospel, it's important to understand the Jew-

ish people. For most of their history, God's chosen people had been under someone 
else's heel. They were slaves in Egypt. Their kingdoms were ravaged first by the Assyri-
ans, then the Babylonians. Now they were under the yoke of the Roman Empire. Fa-
miliar with being strangers in a strange land, welcoming the stranger, caring for the 
vulnerable, and enacting justice was incredibly important to them as a people. While 
John's words may seem odd or strong to our modern ears, this call to justice was wel-

come, even if it was directed at the hearer. 
 

The truth is, no one is exempt from John's call to repentance. We all have further to go 
in the Christian life. We can all grow in virtue and love our neighbors more generously. 
The Church gives us the Advent season to examine our own hearts. Did any of John's 
warnings resonate with you? That could be a great thing to bring to Jesus this week!  

Advent Penance Service Schedule 
12/17 6:30 PM  St. Sebastian  Belle Vernon 
12/18 7:00 PM St. Anne  Rostraver 
12/19 7:00 PM St. John the Baptist Perryopolis 
12/20  7:00 PM Epiphany of Our Lord Monessen 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Plans are underway for an Epiphany 
party on January 6, 2019.  Please 
mark your calendars for this new, 
fun event and celebrate the Feast of 
the Epiphany with the youth of our 
parish!  If you are interested in help-
ing in any way, please contact  
Cheryl at 724-872-2106. 

 

 

 

Please pray for the repose of the 
soul of Julia Kimberly of Holy Family 
Parish who died on 12/5 and remem-
ber her family with prayers of peace 
and comfort. 

Faith Formation News 
See the insert for recent  

Faith Formation updates. 

Read the bulletin & insert online at:  www.parishesonline.com 



12/16/2018 
SAVE THE DATE 
Here is a list of upcoming activities. Watch the bulletin 
for news of activities. Listed below are some of the 
dates you will want to reserve in the coming months.  
 

December 24 & 25 – Special Collection, Children and 
Family Services Appeal 
December 31 – Vigil Solemnity of Mary 
January 1 – Mass Solemnity of Mary 
January 6 – Lessons and Carols 
March 17, 18 & 19 – Lenten Musical Revival at Holy 
Family 
May 11 – Wine and Cheese Social at the Greenhouse 
Winery, Irwin – Limited to 120 tickets. 
 

 

LITTLE ROCK BIBLE STUDY 
The next meeting of the Little Rock Bible Study Group 
will be on Wednesday, December 19th.  The group meets 
in the Social Hall weekly on Wednesdays from 9:00 AM - 
11:00 AM. Please attend a session and learn the details of 
this year’s study. All are welcome to attend. Watch the 
bulletin for more news about the Bible study. 
  

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT CHRISTMAS LITURGY 
Christmas is nearly here!  As we gather to celebrate the 
coming of our Savior, our music ministry will lead us in 
sung prayer, and provide a Prelude prior to each 
Mass.  Our choir will sing traditional and contemporary 
pieces prior to the 4 PM Christmas Vigil Mass, beginning 
at 3:30 PM.  On Christmas Day, instrumental pieces will 
begin 30 minutes prior to Mass.    It is hoped this music 
will establish a prayerful yet festive atmosphere as we 
gather in the Lord to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior.   Your full, conscious and active participation in 
the hymns and carols as well as the sung and spoken 
responses is vital to our celebrations.   Come, Lord Jesus 
and grant our prayers. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR THE WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 15/16 
In honor of the Wedding Anniversary of Barbara and 
Melvin Sleith. 
  

CALENDARS  
2019 Catholic Appointment Calendars are available 
compliments of J.  William McCauley, Jr.  Funeral Home. 
They are in the vestibule. 
 

OPLATKI 
Traditional Oplatki Christmas wafers are available in the 
vestibule. Many of our parishioners use these wafers as 
part of their Christmas tradition. The usual donation for 
Oplatki is $3.00 for each packet. 
 

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS 
Low Gluten Hosts are available for persons who are 
unable to receive regular Host at communion. If you 
need to receive a low gluten Host you must see the 
Priest before Mass and let him know of your need. He will 
instruct you about the special procedure you must 
follow to insure that you will receive the low gluten Host. 
If you suffer from severe Celiac disease or are highly 
sensitive to wheat you are welcome to ask about the 
Host and the procedure prior to attending Mass. Call the 
office and make an appointment to talk to Fr. Bump. 
 

ERIC’S MUSIC NOTES 
Today and next weekend, we sing “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel”.   It is a translation of a Latin hymn, "Veni, 
veni, Emmanuel", itself a metrical paraphrase of the O 
Antiphons, also known as The Great Os.  These 
are Magnificat antiphons used at Vespers of the last 
seven days of Advent in Western Christian tradition.   
The "O Antiphons" have been part of our liturgical 
tradition since the very early Church.  Their importance 
is twofold.  Each one highlights a title for the Messiah:  
Wisdom, Lord, Root of Jesse, Key of David, Rising Sun, 
King of the Nations, Emmanuel.   Each one also refers to 
the prophecy of Isaiah of the coming Messiah.   The 
musical version of the "O Antiphons"  is the familiar 
Advent hymn tune, "Veni Veni Emmanuel".   There is a 
verse for each of the seven Messianic titles.  The text 
dates back to at least the 9th century, although Boethius 
(480-524) made slight reference to them, suggesting 
their presence at that time.   The tune is Mode I chant 
adapted in the 1800s by Thomas Helmore, and is one of 
the most recognizable melodies in Christianity.   May our 
praying these texts together help lead us to a joyful 
celebration of the Nativity of our Lord.    
 
Mark your calendars now and plan to attend our Second 
Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols, presented by Holy 
Family Parish Music Ministry, on Sunday, January 6, 2019, 
at 2:00 PM.  This year, students from our Faith Formation 
Program will be serving as Readers for the Service.   After 
the program, an Epiphany Party, prepared by the Faith 
Formation Program, will be held in the Social Hall for all.  
We encourage all Faith Formation students and their 
families, as well as all parishioners, to come and share 
the joy of the Christmas season!   More details will follow. 
 
Our 2019 subscription to Breaking Bread Missalette has 
begun.    The annual cost of the books is approximately 
$10.00 with shipping costs.  Would you consider giving 
an EXTRA $10.00 donation this month to help defray this 
expense? 

Eric 

 
 
 
 

BINGO SOCIAL- READ CAREFULLY CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE 
BINGO will continue next year under the leadership of 
Tony Lovato and a team to assist and guide him as there 
will be a new structure as well as bigger 
payouts.  However, to make this new format work, MORE 
PLAYERS are needed.  The more players, the bigger the 
payouts.  So, please support this fundraiser that helps all 
the Parish organizations as well as the Parish 
itself.  Thank you. 
The first newly formatted BINGO will be held on 
Sunday, January 13, 2019 at Holy Family Social Hall. Early 
Birds start at 12:30. Admission is $15 for 15 games @ $30 
each, $5 for early Birds @ $15 each, $1 Bonzai. Start @ 48 
#s. Must go at $200. $0.50 Quickie @ 50/50. $1 Specials 
(X,H,T) @ $50 each. Jackpot, $10 Straight then 
progressive but must go @ $500. The Kitchen will be 
open! Hamburgers, Hot Dogs Fries, Pizza, Chips, Pop 
and Water will be available for sale! 
Come on out and have some fun. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastical_Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O_Antiphons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O_Antiphons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnificat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiphon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vespers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian


12/16/2018 
FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

Our next class will be Sunday, December 16.  You may 
pick your child up in the social hall at 10:45 am and take 
them to 11:00 am Mass with you.   
 
**Please note:  Class on Sunday, January 6 will be at 2:00 
pm – we will join our parish and participate in the 
Second Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols.  We are 
still searching for students in grades 6 through 8 to do a 
reading.  Faith Formation will be sponsoring an 
Epiphany social immediately following and providing 
desserts.  Bring your family and enjoy the story of 
Christmas being told through readings and carols. 
. 
Youth Mass is returning on Sunday, February 3.  We 
are in need of children to participate in various roles, 
greeters, collecting the offertory, trained lectors, altar 
servers etc.  Please let Cheryl know which role your child 
would like to partake in.  Children should know the 
various ways they can serve and be involved in their 
parish – they are our future Church! 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION 
CONGRATULATIONS to our second grade students who 
received their First Reconciliation this past week! 
.   

PRAYER HANDS are available in the vestibule.  
Please take a hand of one of our students 
preparing to receive their sacraments and 
pray for them. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Middle and High School Youth Ministry students, if you 
are interested in reading in the Second Annual Lessons 
and Carols on Sunday, January 6 at 2:00 pm and if you 
would like to participate in the Youth Mass on Sunday, 
February 3, please contact Cheryl in the Faith 
Formation office. 
 

ATTENTION YOUTH IN GRADES 8 TO 12  

NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference) will be held 
on November 20-23, 2019 in Indianapolis, Indiana.  First 
deposit is due in January.  Please contact Cheryl at 724-
872-2106 if you are interested. Don’t miss out on this fun 
trip! 
 

MITTEN TREE is up and located in the church 
vestibule.  We are collecting new gloves, 
mittens, scarves and hats for the Salvation 
Army.  If you would like to make a monetary 

donation, please take a mitten and write your name on 
it, hang it on the tree and place your monetary donation 
in the bag under the tree.  Please consider helping our 
neighbors in need this winter season. 
 

THE GIVING TREE – The Giving Tree – “Treasures 
for Children” was a huge success again!  
Thank you for all of your donations this year!  
God bless! 

 

 

HELP NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS DECORATING 
There is a need for some people to help take the 
Christmas decorations from the storage closet in the 
balcony down to the lower level of the Church on 
Sunday so the inside decorating can be done. If you are 
able to help please meet at the back of the Church 
after the 11:00 AM Mass on Sunday 12/16 to take down 
the boxes of decorations. 
Helpers are also needed to decorate the Church this 
Sunday (12/16). We will gather at 6:30 PM in the Church 
to decorate.  
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Holy Family Parish, West Newton, will celebrate its 
second annual Festival of Lessons and Carols, on Sunday, 
January 6, 2019, at 2:00 PM.  The Festival of Nine Lessons 
and Carols is a service celebrating the birth of Jesus that 
is traditionally followed at Christmas.  The story of the fall 
of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth 
of Jesus is told in nine short Bible readings from Genesis, 
the prophetic books and the Gospels, interspersed with 
the singing of Christmas carols, hymns and choir 
music.  All are welcome! 
 
 
ST. ANNE HOME LOTTERY CALENDAR 
Proceeds from the St. Anne Home Lottery Calendar have 
provided funding for many programs designed to 
enhance the lives of residents in both the nursing facility 
and personal care community at St. Anne’s. 
 

The Lottery Calendar is assigned a three digit number 
and the winning numbers are based on the 7 PM 
Pennsylvania Daily Number. One is eligible to win every 
day of the year and as many times as his or her number 
is selected! 
 

The cost is $25 per calendar with 365 days to win! If you 
wish to purchase a calendar call St. Anne Home @ 724-
837-6070 and request one mailed to your home. (Just 
ask the receptionist and give her your information.) 
 
 
ADULT ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 
Servers (both Youth and Adult) are needed for all Masses. 
We are in need of Altar Servers for funeral Masses and for 
weekend Masses. Our Youth Servers are usually not 
available during the week because they are in school. If 
any adult would like to be trained to assist Fr. at any 
Mass, please call the office or place a note in the offering 
basket. 
 
 
CANNED AND NON-PERISHABLE FOOD 
There will be a collection of canned and non-perishable 
food taken up to supplement the local food bank here in 
West Newton. Their supply has been very low and last 
month they had no canned goods at all to distribute. A 
collection container will be available in the vestibule for 
your donations. 
Volunteers are also needed to work at the Food Band on 
the second Saturday of each month. Contact Bill 
Ryckman for more information about volunteering. 


