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Reminders for the 
next few weeks: 

 
 
 

Holy Day 
The Nativity of The Lord 

(Christmas) 
Vigil 12/24   4:00 PM 
Mass 12/25   11:00 AM 

 

Special Collection 
Children and Family  

Services Appeal 
12/24 & 25/2018 

 

Holy Day 
Solemnity of Mary 
Vigil 12/31   7:00 PM 

Mass 1/1/2019 9:00 AM 
 

Lessons & Carols 
1/6/2019   2:00  PM 

 
Please check your  

bulletin and insert for 
updates for Mass times 

for Holy Days 

 



4:00 PM | Saturday, December 22 
Lector  

Bill Hughes 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Tony Lovato, Volunteer, Michaelene Nohavicka 

Altar Servers  
Volunteer 

11:00 AM | Sunday, December 23 
Lector  

Aleta Keegan 

Eucharistic Ministers  
Darlene Schehr, Tina Quinn, Dan Landini 

Altar Servers  
Volunteer, Volunteer 

 

4:00 PM | Saturday, December 29 
Lector  

Rita McGrogan 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Ginger DeBlasio, Mary Houseman, Tony Lovato 

Altar Servers  
Volunteer 

11:00 AM | Sunday, December 30 
Lector  

Mary Ryckman 

Eucharistic Ministers  
Bill Ryckman, Mary Ann Landini, Aleta Keegan 

Altar Servers  
Jocelyn Siburt 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

Saturday, December 22 
4:00 PM                                             Vigil – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Mike Sweeney by Family  
 

Sunday, December 23 
11:00 AM                                                          Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Helen Francia (Birthday Memorial) 

          by Cathy and George Bando 
 

*Monday, December 24                     NO  8:00 AM MASS 
4:00 PM                           Vigil—The Nativity of The Lord (Christmas) 

For the People of Holy Family Parish 
 

*Tuesday, December 25                     NO  8:00 AM MASS 

11:00 AM                                       The Nativity of The Lord (Christmas) 

Fr. Arnel Estrella by Holy Family Parish 
 

Wednesday, December 26 
8:00 AM                                                     St. Stephen, The First Martyr 

Jeffrey Oblack by Angie Lancas 
 

Thursday,  December 27 
8:00 AM                                              St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 

Joanne Grinarml by Patti Kadylak Bohinc 
 

Friday, December 28 
8:00 AM                                                      The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

Julia DiClaudio (Anniversary of Death)  

          by Joni and Dolores Floriani 
 

Saturday, December 29 
4:00 PM            Vigil – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Steve Halahurich by Lilian and Family  
 

Sunday, December 30 
11:00 AM                         The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Stanley and Agnes Minkus by Jeanie and Leonard Minkus 

*No 8:00 AM Mass on December 24th or 25th           

WEEKLY BELL CHIMES  
NOON  6:00 PM DAY  

SAT 12/22 Albert Krempasky—Memorial  Michael Sweeney—Memorial 

SUN 12/23 John Steban—Memorial  Melvin Maleski—Memorial 

MON 12/24 Gina Marie & Scott Lash—Anniversary  Bob Gabonay—Birthday 

TUES 12/25 Romonosky Family—Memorial Family  Helen and Robert Shank—Anniversary 

WED 12/26 Mary Resetar—Memorial   

THURS 12/27 Joseph Sikorsky   

FRI 12/28 Dorothy Mancini—Memorial   

SAT 12/29 Mary Capretti—Brithday  Robert McMinn—Birthday Memorial 

SUN 12/30 Mary Duda—Birthday Memorial  Frank Patterson—Birthday 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Financial Report for 

12/16/2018 

 

Concerns Regarding Sexual Abuse 
If you have any suspicion about the sexual abuse (or any other type of abuse) of a minor child by anyone — please 
contact PA Childline immediately at 1-800-932-0313. If the alleged abuser is functioning in a parish, school or diocesan 
position as clergy, religious, paid staff or volunteer you are also requested to contact the Bishop’s Delegate for Matters 
of Sexual Misconduct after you have called the Childline number and made the report. The Bishop’s Delegate may be 
reached at 724-837-0901, Ext. 1221  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Dinner Prayer 
Loving God and Father of us all, we joyfully celebrate the birth of your 
Son, the eternal Word who came to dwell with us and is born this day 
of the Virgin Mary. May the meal we share on this great feast satisfy 

us not only with the good food you give us, but also grace us with the 
fullness of your love, which you bestowed on our human nature 

when your Son took on our very flesh. May we come to share com-
pletely in your divine life through the coming of your Son among us. 
May his self-giving love be made manifest in our hearts so that the 
joy of our Christmas feast may extend beyond our family and home 

to touch the lives of others with the love that makes this day holy and 
makes us all children of one family in you.  

Amen.  

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Plans are underway for an Epiphany 
party on January 6, 2019.  Please 
mark your calendars for this new, 
fun event and celebrate the Feast of 
the Epiphany with the youth of our 
parish!  If you are interested in help-
ing in any way, please contact  
Cheryl at 724-872-2106. 

 

 

 

 

Faith Formation News 
See the insert for recent  

Faith Formation updates. 

Read the bulletin & insert online at:  www.parishesonline.com 



12/23/2018 
SAVE THE DATE 
Here is a list of upcoming activities. Watch the bulletin 
for news of activities. Listed below are some of the 
dates you will want to reserve in the coming months.  
December 24 & 25 – Special Collection, Children and 
Family Services Appeal 
December 31 – Vigil Solemnity of Mary 
January 1 – Mass Solemnity of Mary 
January 6 – Lessons and Carols 
January 13 – Bingo Social in the Social Hall 
March 17, 18 & 19 – Lenten Musical Revival at Holy 
Family 
May 11 – Wine and Cheese Social at the Greenhouse 
Winery, Irwin – Limited to 120 tickets. 
 
 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT CHRISTMAS LITURGY 
Christmas is nearly here!  As we gather to celebrate the 
coming of our Savior, our music ministry will lead us in 
sung prayer, and provide a Prelude prior to each 
Mass.  Our choir will sing traditional and contemporary 
pieces prior to the 4 PM Christmas Vigil Mass, beginning 
at 3:30 PM.  On Christmas Day, instrumental pieces will 
begin 30 minutes prior to Mass.    It is hoped this music 
will establish a prayerful yet festive atmosphere as we 
gather in the Lord to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior.   Your full, conscious and active participation in 
the hymns and carols as well as the sung and spoken 
responses is vital to our celebrations.   Come, Lord Jesus 
and grant our prayers. 
 

YOUTH AND ADULT GREETERS NEEDED 
Both Youths and Adults are invited to serve as greeters at the 
Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, The greeters 
would be asked to arrive one half hour before Mass starts and 
pass out worship leaflets and bulletins at the entrances and 
greet people as they enter our Church. If you are able to serve 
at the 12/24 – 4:00 PM or 12/25 – 11:00 AM Mass please sign up on 
the sign-up sheet in the back of the Church. Thank You! 
 
 
LITTLE ROCK BIBLE STUDY 
The group will take a Christmas break and will resume 
their study in January. The next meeting of the Little 
Rock Bible Study Group will be on Wednesday, January 
9th.  The group meets in the Social Hall weekly on 
Wednesdays from 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM. Please attend a 
session and learn the details of this year’s study. All are 
welcome to attend. Watch the bulletin for more news 
about the Bible study. 
 
 
CALENDARS  
2019 Catholic Appointment Calendars are available 
compliments of J.  William McCauley, Jr.  Funeral Home. 
They are in the vestibule. 
 

NEW MINISTRY SCHEDULES 

Ministry Schedules from December 31, 2018 – April 28, 
2019 are available in the vestibule. Please take one 
with you so that you can plan for the coming weeks. 
Thank you for assisting in the liturgies and we look 
forward to adding ministers to our list! Volunteers are 
welcome! 

 

ERIC’S MUSIC NOTES 

Christmas is a wonderful feast. Most Christians look 
forward to it, probably more than they look forward to 
Easter. The disappointing part of Christmas is that so few 
people seem to appreciate the depth of meaning that it 
contains. It is far more than a peaceful birth story 
heightened by angelic choirs. Christmas celebrates the 
presence of God in our world and in our daily life. It is not 
an event to be celebrated for one day and then tossed 
aside with the dried-up Christmas tree. It is a reality that 
we should celebrate every day of our lives. What can you 
do to help those who show up for the Christmas Masses 
to appreciate at least a little more of the wonder of God’s 
continuing presence among us and within us?   Think of 
the psalm refrain: “Lord, make us turn to you; let us see 
your face and we shall be saved.” Can we lead people to 
look for the face of Christ every day in every person they 
meet? That is a key part of the message of Christmas — 
that God — the Divine — is to be found in the human.   
(Celebration Publications) 
 

These two short days before Christmas remind us of 
God’s powerful promises on the brink of fulfillment. We 
are not the only ones waiting and wondering what is yet 
to come, especially in these uneasy times. We have the 
perspective of history on how earlier promises bore fruit, 
as well as our own yearnings.  Do we believe that there 
are promises still to be fulfilled, and if so, how do we 
demonstrate that?    Two of our hymns today have a 
Marian theme, reflective of today’s Gospel passage.  “Lo! 
How A Rose E’er Blooming” speaks of the coming 
Messiah, born of a woman in the cold dead of winter.  
“Mary’s Song” is a setting of the Magnificat, sung to the 
familiar tune New Britain.   Then we reflect with joyful 
anticipation with our Communion Hymn, O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel.  Finally, we sing with enthusiasm that 
our wait is nearly over with our Recessional, “Soon and 
Very Soon”. 
 

You are invited to attend our Second Annual Festival of 
Lessons and Carols, presented by Holy Family Parish 
Music Ministry, on Sunday, January 6, 2019, at 2:00 PM.  
This year, students from our Faith Formation Program 
will be serving as Readers for the Service.   After the 
program, an Epiphany Party, prepared by the Faith 
Formation Program, will be held in the Social Hall for all.  
We encourage all Faith Formation students and their 
families, as well as all parishioners, to come and share 
the joy of the Christmas season!    
 

Our 2019 subscription to Breaking Bread Missalette has 
begun.    The annual cost of the books is approximately 
$10.00 with shipping costs.  Would you consider giving 
an EXTRA $10.00 donation this month to help defray this 
expense? 

 

Eric 

 
 
ADVENT WREATH – THANK YOU! 
The beautiful Advent Wreath was donated and 
decorated by Louise and Eugene Farmer. This has been 
their annual gift to Holy Family Church at Christmastime 
for several years. 



12/23/2018 
 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of you a very 
blessed Christmas.  Enjoy time with your family and rejoice as 
we celebrate the birth of our Lord! 
 
Our next class will be on Sunday, January 6 will be at 2:00 pm – 
we will join our parish and participate in the Second Annual 
Festival of Lessons and Carols.  We are still searching for 
students in grades 6 through 8 to do a reading.  Faith Formation 
will be sponsoring an Epiphany social immediately following 
and providing desserts.  Bring your family and enjoy the story of 
Christmas being told through readings and carols.  RSVP to 
Cheryl chall@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Youth Mass is returning on Sunday, February 3.  We are in need 
of children to participate in various roles, greeters, collecting 
the offertory, trained lectors, altar servers etc.  Please let Cheryl 
know which role your child would like to partake in.  Children 
should know the various ways they can serve and be involved 
in their parish – they are our future Church! 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Middle and High School Youth Ministry students, if you are 
interested in reading in the Second Annual Lessons and Carols 
on Sunday, January 6 at 2:00 pm and if you would like to 
participate in the Youth Mass on Sunday, February 3, please 
contact Cheryl in the Faith Formation office. 
 
8th Grade Confirmation class have been writing saint 
reports on the saint they are choosing for their Confirmation 
name.  They have been asked to write a prayer to that saint as 
well.  Periodically, they will be published in the bulletin for our 
parish to read.  Please continue to pray for these students as 
they prepare to receive their Confirmation in June.  
Prayer: 
Dear Saint Cecilia, 

Please help guide me through my Christian life.  Teach me how 
to put God before anything else.  With my way of music, please 
help me to sing to God like it said you did at your wedding.  Help 
me spread the word about Christ and stay brave and dedicated 
to my faith.   ~ Sienna L. 
 
 

ATTENTION YOUTH IN GRADES 8 TO 12  

NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference) will be held on 
November 20-23, 2019 in Indianapolis, Indiana.  First deposit is 
due in January.  Please contact Cheryl at 724-872-2106 if you are 
interested. Don’t miss out on this fun trip! 
 

Grades 9-12:  Registration is underway for the Diocesan 
Winter Retreat weekend of March 1-3. Early bird registration fee 
is $120.00 and scholarship funding is available.  Please contact 
Cheryl for more details.   The annual Winter Retreat provides an 
opportunity for our young people to take time out of their busy 
lives to slow down and be with God for one faith-filled weekend. 
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, this time apart provides 
youth with an opportunity to encounter Jesus, reflect upon the 
movement of God in their lives, and develop what their personal 
response will be to the call of discipleship that they receive at 
their baptism. This retreat is a gift to our young people. It is a 
time to come to know and love God even more.  Please visit the 
Diocese website to view pictures of past retreats.   
 
 
 
 

 
ADULT ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 
Servers (both Youth and Adult) are needed for all Masses. We 
are in need of Altar Servers for funeral Masses and for weekend 
Masses. Our Youth Servers are usually not available during the 
week because they are in school. If any adult would like to be 
trained to assist Fr. at any Mass, please call the office or place a 
note in the offering basket. 
 
THANK YOU 
THANK YOU for all those who donated to the Sisters of Mary 
Immaculate’s boarding home. The Sisters appreciate all the 
items donated and the residents will enjoy the special treats 
provided through the generosity of the parishioners from Holy 
Family Parish. Your kindness is amazing! 
 
CANNED AND NON-PERISHABLE FOOD 
There will be a collection of canned and non-perishable food 
taken up to supplement the local food bank here in West 
Newton. Their supply has been very low and last month they 
had no canned goods at all to distribute. A collection container 
will be available in the vestibule for your donations. 
Volunteers are also needed to work at the Food Band on the 
second Saturday of each month. Contact Bill Ryckman for more 
information about volunteering. 
 
BINGO SOCIAL- READ CAREFULLY CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE 
BINGO will continue next year under the leadership of Tony 
Lovato and a team to assist and guide him as there will be a 
new structure as well as bigger payouts.  However, to make this 
new format work, MORE PLAYERS are needed.  The more 
players, the bigger the payouts.  So, please support this 
fundraiser that helps all the Parish organizations as well as the 
Parish itself.  Thank you. 
The first newly formatted BINGO will be held on Sunday, 
January 13, 2019 at Holy Family Social Hall. Early Birds start at 
12:30. Admission is $15 for 15 games @ $30 each, $5 for early Birds 
@ $15 each, $1 Bonzai. Start @ 48 #s. Must go at $200. $0.50 
Quickie @ 50/50. $1 Specials (X,H,T) @ $50 each. Jackpot, $10 
Straight then progressive but must go @ $500. The Kitchen 
will be open! Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Fries, Pizza, Chips, Pop 
and Water will be available for sale! 
Come on out and have some fun! 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas 
 
 

 

 


