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DECEMBER 13, 2020 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday: 4:00 PM 

Sunday: 11:00 AM  

 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday & Wednesday 

8:00 AM 

 

Confessions 
Saturday 

3:00-3:30 PM 

 

Weddings—Baptisms: 

Contact Parish Secretary for 

appointment. 724-872-6123 or 

email hfamilywn@comcast.net 

 

 

225 N 2nd St. West Newton, PA 15089-1609 | holyfamilywestnewton.org | 724-872-6123 | 

hfamilywn@comcast.net  

Bible Study: Wednesday’s in the 
Social Hall  9:00-11:00 AM 

   

Confession:  

12/15 &12/16  7:30 AM till 8 AM 

12/16 7PM till 8PM 

 

Lauretta Stanley, Faith Formation  

724-872-3486,  

Cell 724-787-1989 

Denise Manley, Parish Secretary  

724-872-6123            

dmanley@dioceseofgreensburg.org          

Save the Date: 
Here is a list of up-

coming activities. 

Listed below are some 

of the dates you will 

want to reserve in the 

coming months.  



PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

WEEKLY BELL CHIMES  

    DAY 12:00 PM  6:00 PM 

SAT 12/12 Hiiva & Ulyan Family   

SUN 12/13    

MON 12/14    

TUES 12/15    

WED 12/16    

THURS 12/17 Jack Toman   

FRI 12/18 Priscilla & Ed Hogan  Helen & Raymond Connolly 

SAT 12/19 Sherri & Jack Fabean   

SUN 12/20 CDA Court Miriam # 1315   

Saturday, December 12 
           Vigil-3rd Sunday of Advent 
Peg Chopp 

    By Andy Chopp 
 
Sunday, December 13  
   3rd Sunday of Advent 
Melvin & Pauline Maleski  
    By Son Ken 
 

Tuesday,  December 15   Weekday 

David Sims  

   By Jim & Deleors Brier 

 

Wednesday, December 16  Weekday 

Marie Egros 

    By Family 

 
Saturday, December 19  

             Vigil-2nd Sunday of Advent 
Theresa Merlino    
     by Christian Mothers 
 
Sunday, December 20 
   2nd Sunday of Advent 
 
Living & Deceased Members   
     of Holy Family Church 

 

Matters of Sexual Misconduct Information 

 If you have any suspicion about the sexual abuse (or any other type of 
abuse) of a minor child by anyone - please contact PA ChildLine immediately 
at 1-800-932-0313.  If the alleged abuser is functioning in a parish, school 
or diocesan position as clergy, religious, paid staff or volunteer you are also 
requested to contact the Bishop’s Delegate for Matters of Sexual Misconduct 
after you have called the ChildLine number and made the report. The 
Bishop’s Delegate may be reached at 724-837-0901, ext. 1221.  

4:00 PM | Saturday, December 12 

Lector  
Christina Null 

 

Eucharistic Minister 

Dennis Balenovich 

 

11:00 AM | Sunday, December 13 
Lector  

Dan Landini 
 

Eucharistic Minister  
Darlene Schehr 

 

4:00 PM | Saturday, December 19 

Lector  
Bill Hughes 

 
Eucharistic Minister 

Dan Landini 

 

11:00 AM | Sunday, December 20 
Lector  

Pat Beneccio 
 

Eucharistic Minister  
Barry Beneccio 



3rd Sunday of Advent – Gaudete Sunday! 
   In the pre-Vatican Council II days with the Latin Mass, the priest would approach the altar, following the 
prayers at the foot of the altar, reverence the altar and recite a verse from scripture while the choir was still 
singing the opening hymn.  On this, the Third Sunday of Advent, the opening verse came from Paul’s letter to 
the Philippians (4:4 – 5) – “Rejoice in the Lord always!” (and in Latin – “Gaudete in domino semper”) – thus – 
Gaudete Sunday. 
   This Third Sunday of Advent is a time for rejoicing because Jesus Christ is near. His birthday is nearer to 
us than when Advent first began. We feel also the nearness of His second coming as we have reflected 
throughout this holy season upon the end of time and Jesus’ return in glory as our king. On this Sunday, we 
pray that more and more people might look at their lives and the world around them through the eyes of faith, 
enabling them to see the glory of God all around us. 
   In the Bible readings for this weekend, the prophet Isaiah encourages the exiled Jews in Babylon to rejoice 
because their God is going to liberate them from slavery and lead them safely to their homeland.  In the Epis-
tle, James the Apostle encourages the early Christians to rejoice and wait with patience for the imminent 
second coming of Jesus. And in the first part of today’s Gospel reading, Jesus encourages John the Baptist, 
who is in prison, to rejoice by casting away his wrong expectations about the Messiah and to simply accept 
Jesus’ healing and preaching ministry as the fulfillment of the messianic prophecy of Isaiah.  
   We all face difficult moments in our lives. They can be as varied as you can imagine: job loss, family prob-
lems, faith crisis, living alone and loneliness, and so on. We can take heart in knowing that if John the Bap-
tist, even after having had a direct encounter with Jesus the Messiah had his doubts about Jesus and His 
teachings, we too can have our moments of asking questions such as – “Does God even care about me?” 
   Sometimes we tend to give up hope for restored health, or our own personal problems. We think that mira-
cles, such as Jesus performed 2000 years ago, don’t really exist today. Or do they? If John the Baptist can 
persevere to the end, so can we. He sees his life as not being in vain – even though he is now in prison. His 
patience is not pointless. These direct us to the power of God’s goodness and love, for which he is prepared 
to suffer for the sake of others. Sin and selfishness have no place in the believer who trusts in God’s prom-
ise. 
   We are not immune to the troubles of this world, nor to the agonies that cause people to despair. But the 
seed of hope has been planted in each of us, and hope is bright. The risen Christ now has many hands and 
hearts to assist Him in His work. He offers His healing touch through the many people who form His body – 
the Church. These folks do not deal in spectacular wonders. Rather, they touch us in more ordinary ways: a 
smile, an encouraging word, a hug, a listening word, and the list could go on. Isaiah, in our first reading, 
shares a similar idea – we extend God’s healing grace to those whose hands are weak, whose knees are 
feeble, and whose heart is fearful. Whatever positive we can do for others, these bring what Jesus gave – 
healing and good news. This, then, is the reason we rejoice on this Third Sunday of Advent – giving to others 
what God gives to us. 
   In our prayer this week, let us remember with grateful hearts the people who have touched us with healing 
and hope and the good news of Jesus Christ. Let us also take part in Jesus’ healing mission with our prayers 
for all who suffer in mind or body, especially those who feel most trapped or alone, helpless or hopeless, and 
those struggling with the COVID virus. 
 

Important message – As we enter into the Season of Advent and prepare to celebrate the coming of Jesus in the flesh 

in His birth, many things will be different from what we are used to. This year during the Advent Season, and due to 

health and safety concerns, there will not be any Communal Penance Services. This does not mean that the opportuni-

ty for the Sacrament of Reconciliation will not be available.  We will continue to celebrate the Sacrament on Saturdays 

before the Vigil Mass.  In addition, the Diocese of Greensburg has named the week of December 14 as a Week of 

Grace. During that week additional opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available.  

At Church of St Anne, in addition to Confessions on Saturday at 3:30 PM, we will have Confessions on Monday (Dec 
14) and Thursday (Dec 17) – ½ hour before the 8:00 AM Mass, and ½ hour after the morning Mass.  The Sacrament 
will also be available at Church of St Anne on Tuesday, December 15 at 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM.  Confessions take place in 
the Cry Room area. 
At Holy Family Parish, in addition to Confessions on Saturday at 3:00 PM, we will have Confessions on Tuesday (Dec 
15) and Wednesday (Dec 16) – ½ hour before the 8:00 AM Mass, and ½ hour after the morning Mass. The Sacrament 
will also be available at Holy Family on Wednesday, December 16 at 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM.  Confessions take place at 
the front of the Church – the room to the left of the Sanctuary. 
At Church of St John the Baptist, in addition to Confessions on Saturday at 4:00 PM, we will have Confessions on 
Mon (Dec 14) thru Thurs (Dec 17) – ½ hour before the 9:00 AM Mass, and ½ hour following the morning Mass. The 
Sacrament will also be available at Church of St John the Baptist on Thursday, December 17 at 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM. 
Confessions take place in the Cry Room area. 

Let us Pray for the Conversion of the World & for Peace 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Report for 12/7/2020 

Offertory: 2325  Poverty Relief:  5 

Loose: 38  Catholic Accent: 14  

Monthly: 431             Children& Family: 17 

Candles:  59    

Thanksgiving: 17         

Immaculate Conception:  25 

Solem. Of Mary: 10 

Christmas Flowers: 340 

Christmas: 2170 

Parish Income: 5415 

Parish Budget:  4000 

OVER BUDGET:  1415 

Total Offertory:  5451 

 

 
Children and Family Services Appeal 
Collection 
 
As you are aware, every year the second 
collection at all Christmas Masses has 
been for those people living within our own 
diocese who are less fortunate. This 
collection is titled the “Children and Family 
Services Appeal.” Your support can change 
the future of an individual, a family or a 
child through the good work of Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese of Greensburg. 
0 

 
 
 

 

 

Thank you! 
We send a big thank the Community Foundation of 
Fayette County for the donation of three-ply masks 
to our Parish.  
We continue to get donations once a month 
through this foundation.  If at all possible consider 
donating to this worthy organization. 

 

12/14 Cantor Practice 6:30 PM 
12/24  Christmas Eve 7 PM 
12/25 Christmas  8 AM 
1/11 Cantor Practice 6:30 PM 
 
 

First Reading: 
I rejoice heartily in the LORD, 
in my God is the joy of my soul. (Is 61:10a) 
Psalm: 
My soul rejoices in my God. (Is 61:10b) 
Second Reading: 
May the God of peace make you perfectly holy  
and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, 
be preserved blameless for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thes 5:23) 
Gospel: 
“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’” (Jn 1:23) 
Readings for the week of December 13, 2020 
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-
50, 51-54 [Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 
19-28  
Readings for the week of December 13, 2020 
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-
54 [Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28  

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 
and 7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-
18, 19 and 23 [7a]/Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab 
and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 
17 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:1-17 
Friday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 
7]/Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-
6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25 
Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 
89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-
38 
Observances for the week of December 13, 
2020 
Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Monday: St. John of the Cross, Priest and   
Doctor of the Church 
Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Advent 
©LPi 

 

 



 

December 14,  Week of Grace.  
During that week additional opportunities to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available.  
At Church of St Anne, in addition to 
Confessions on Saturday at 3:30 PM, we will 
have Confessions on Monday (Dec 14) and 
Thursday (Dec 17) – ½ hour before the 8:00 
AM Mass, and ½ hour after.  The Sacrament 
will also be available at Church of St Anne on 
Tuesday, December 15 at 7:00 PM – 8:00 
PM.  Confessions take place in the Cry Room 
area. 
At Holy Family Parish, in addition to 
Confessions on Saturday at 3:00 PM, we will 
have Confessions on Tuesday (Dec 15) and 
Wednesday (Dec 16) – ½ hour before the 
8:00 AM Mass, and ½ hour after. The 
Sacrament will also be available at Holy 
Family on Wednesday, December 16 at 7:00 
PM – 8:00 PM.  Confessions take place at the 
front of the Church – the room to the left of the 
Sanctuary. 
At Church of St John the Baptist, in addition 
to Confessions on Saturday at 4:00 PM, we 
will have Confessions on Mon (Dec 14) thru 
Thurs (Dec 17) – ½ hour before the 9:00 AM 
Mass, and ½ hour following. The Sacrament 
will also be available at Church of St John the 
Baptist on Thursday, December 17 at 7:00 
PM – 8:00 PM. Confessions take place in the 
Cry Room area. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  

 
We will soon be opening up our RCIA 
program for the Churches of Saint Anne and 
Holy Family.  If you, or anyone you know is 
interested in learning more about the Faith, 
what Catholics believe, and why please let us 
know by contacting Father Dave at 724-872-
2555 or Lauretta Stanley at 724-872-
3486.  Learning more about the Church, 
Scripture, and Sacraments and preparing to 
receive them is richly rewarding.  
 

Any questions about the below items need to be 

addressed to Lauretta Stanley 724-872-3486 or 

724-787-0989, lstanley@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Clearance Requirements Must Be Met 

Beginning this year, the policy for Virtus, 

Protecting God’s Children has changed.  We are 

now required to do a Recertification Course every 

five years.  This course is a brief refresher and 

may be completed on-line by accessing it on the 

Diocese of Greensburg website.   

As a reminder, other clearance requirements have 

a 5-year expiration as well. These include the 

Criminal Background Check, the Child Abuse 

Clearance, and the Affidavit.  If you have not 

renewed these documents since 2015, you must 

update them or you will not be able to continue in 

your parish ministries. This is the law in the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the policy of 

the Diocese of Greensburg.  
 
Diocese plans televised Christmas Masses  
In addition to in-person Christmas Masses all 
over the Diocese of Greensburg, you can also 
watch Christmas Masses on television or 
streaming on the Diocese website and 
Facebook page.  Join us for Christmas Vigil 
Mass at 2 p.m. on Christmas Eve and 10 a.m. 
on Christmas Day from Blessed Sacrament 
Cathedral in Greensburg. Both Masses will air 
on PCNC, the Pittsburgh Cable News 
Channel. Christmas Day Mass will also air at 
noon on WPXI Channel 11.  
 

‘The Accent On-Air’ presents ‘Christmas 
Traditions’ 
“The Accent On-Air” presents “Christmas 
Traditions” on WTAE-TV with overnight airings 
at 3:07 a.m. and 3:37 a.m., scheduled for Dec. 
19 and 26. Slovak, Italian, German and 
Filipino Christmas traditions will be featured. 
This episode includes Msgr. Larry J. Kulick’s 
message that “Advent is Still Ours,” Msgr. 
Raymond E. Riffle’s collection of Nativity sets, 
Father Anthony W. Ditto’s reference guide of 
the Feast of the Seven Fishes, a Christmas 
nut roll recipe, along with a modern hack; the 
story of the Feast of St. Nicholas, a Bountiful 
Night at Christ Our Shepherd Center, Filipino 
delicacies and good cheer and a celebration of 
the Feast of the Epiphany. “The Accent On-
Air” is always on at TheAccentOnline.org  
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