
 
FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

 
 

FIRST SUNDAY  
 

OF LENT 

EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES 
 

Weekends: Saturday…. 4 PM 
Sunday…………………...11 AM 
Weekdays: 
Tuesday & Wednesday … 8 AM 
 

Holy Days & Civil Holidays: 
Consult the Mass schedule in 
the bulletin 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday at 3 PM 

Parish  

Telephone Numbers 
 

Parish Office:  724-872-6123 
 

Faith Formation 

(Office at St Anne) 

724-872-3486 

Cell 724-787-1989 

Save the Date: 
Here is a list of upcoming activities. 

Listed below are some of the dates you 
will want to reserve in the coming 

months.  

 

2/24 to 3/31                          

Every Wednesday—Stations of the 
Cross at Holy Family  12PM 

Every Wednesday—Stations of the 
Cross at St Anne        6:30 PM 

4/2 Lenton Afternoon of Reflection 
@ St Anne Holy HNS         2-3:30 

 



Saturday, February 20 
        Vigil– 1st Sunday of Lent 
John Babilya 
     By Deanna Sampson 
 

Sunday February 21 
       1st Sunday of Lent 
John Kosor  
     By Family 
 

Tuesday, February 23   Weekday 
 

Julia Materkowski  105th Birthday 
        By Family 
  

Wednesday, February 24  Weekday 
Living & Deceased Members of  
           Bible Study 
By Bible Study  
 
Saturday, February 27 
   Vigil-2nd Sunday of Lent 
Lucille Jordan    
   By Christian Mothers 
 

Sunday, February 28 
           2nd Sunday of Lent 
 
Living and Deceased Members of  
   Chopp/DiClaudio Family 

Matters of Sexual Misconduct Information 
 If you have any suspicion about the sexual abuse 
(or any other type of abuse) of a minor child by 
anyone - please contact PA ChildLine immediately 
at 1-800-932-0313.  If the alleged abuser is 
functioning in a parish, school or diocesan position 
as clergy, religious, paid staff or volunteer you are 
also requested to contact the Bishop’s Delegate for 
Matters of Sexual Misconduct after you have called 
the ChildLine number and made the report. The 
Bishop’s Delegate may be reached at 724-837-
0901, ext. 1221.  

4:00 PM | Saturday, February  20 
Lector: Stan Materkowski 

Eucharistic Minister: Mary Houseman 
 

11:00 AM | Sunday, February  21 
Lector: Pat Beneccio 

Eucharistic Minister: Barry Beneccio 
 

4:00 PM | Saturday, February 27 
Lector: Christina Null 

Eucharistic Minister: Dan Landini 
 

11:00 AM | Sunday, February 28 

Lector: Bill Hughes 
Eucharistic Minister: Ginger DeBlasio 

 

SUNDAY'S READINGS  
First Reading: 
I will establish my covenant with you,  
    that never again shall all bodily creatures be de-
stroyed  
    by the waters of a flood;  
    there shall not be another flood to devastate the 
earth. (Gn 9:11) 
Psalm: 
Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those 
   who keep your covenant. (Ps 25) 
Second Reading: 
Christ suffered for sins once, 
   the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous, 
   that he might lead you to God. (1 Pt 3:18) 
Gospel: 
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert,  
   and he remained in the desert for 40 days,  
       tempted by Satan. (Mk 1:12-13) 
Readings for the week of February  
21, 2021 
Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 
   3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 
Monday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19    
    [18b]/Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 [19b]/
         Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-
      3, 7c-8 [3a]/Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8 [3]/Mt 
 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 [1b]/Mt 
     5:43-48 
Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 
           15, 16-17, 18-19 [9]/Rom 8:31b-34/ 

Mk 9:2-10 
 
Observances for the week of February 21, 2021 
Sunday: 1st Sunday of Lent 
Monday: The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle 
Tuesday: St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr  
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Lent  

Financial Report for 2/14/2021 
 

Offertory: 1888  Accent:  12 

Loose:  19 Eastern & Central  

Monthly:  130   Europe:  7    

Candles: 66     Home Missions:  25 

First Offering:   15 

Ash Wednesday: 82 

   Parish Income:  2200 

   Parish Budget:   4000 

        Under Budget:   -1800 

         Total Offertory:  2244 



 1st Lent – A wonderful Monday morning in The Valley, staff is limited because of the weather, and I 
am alone in the office watching the snow and the weather forecast for today and the rest of the week.  
What is Hell like?  There are various ideas, but my thought (since I am one who prefers warm tempera-
tures and sunshine) is – Hell is the opposite of what we enjoy the most.  Thus – for me, this past 
month has truly been testing me. 
   Speaking of Hell – I don’t think any one of us wishes to spend Eternity there.  With that in mind, the 
Church gives us the Penitential Season of Lent every year during which we are given the opportunity to 
get on the right track and live our lives as God designed us to live them: namely by loving God, and by 
loving one another (as we would like to be loved and cared for). 
   The primary purpose of Lent is to prepare us for the celebration of Jesus’ death and Resurrection. 
The Church tries to achieve this goal by leading her children to metanoia or true “repentance,” by reor-
dering their priorities, and the changing their values, ideals, and ambitions through fasting, prayer, 
almsgiving, and self-control.  Since by Baptism we share the death and Resurrection of Jesus, today’s 
readings refer to Baptism directly or indirectly.  
   The first reading from Genesis tells us how man irrevocably broke the original covenant God had 
made with Adam and Eve, and how the merciful God selected Noah and his family to renew the cove-
nant. Noah’s rescue from the flood symbolizes how we are saved through the water of Baptism which 
cleanses us of sin and makes us one with Christ. Today's Responsorial Psalm (Ps 25) is an exquisite 
penitential prayer, humbly acknowledging human insufficiency and our radical dependence upon God, 
His mercy and His forgiveness. The psalmist lists some of God’s Own characteristics that will shape the 
life of the forgiven penitent: truth, compassion, love, kindness, goodness, uprightness, humility, and 
justice.   
In St. Peter’s second letter, St Peter shows us how Noah’s episode prefigured Baptism. He reminds us 
that, as Noah and his family were saved from the waters of the deluge, so we are saved through the 
waters of Baptism. Baptism is an outward sign of the New Covenant that God has made with His peo-
ple.  It makes us adopted children of God, heirs of Heaven, and temples of the Holy Spirit.  
   In the Gospel, we are told that Jesus faced and defeated the tempter by His forty days of prayer and 
penance in the desert immediately following His baptism. It also tells us how Jesus started preaching 
His Messianic mission: "The time is fulfilled.  The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent.  Believe in the 
Gospel."  
   Why was Jesus tempted after His baptism? The author of Hebrews reminds us that the Incarnate Son 
of God wanted to experience human life to the full, except for sin.  Since temptation and how we 
respond to it are integral parts of our lives, Jesus experienced them also.  The Fathers of the Church 
explain that Jesus’ temptations are described after his baptism to teach us why we are tempted and to 
show us how we should conquer temptations.  Baptism and Confirmation give us the weapons we need 
to do battle with Satan.  God never tempts people, and never permits them to be tempted beyond their 
strength. But He does allow them to be tempted. Why?  Here are the five reasons given by the Fathers: 
i) so that we can learn by experience that [with God] we are indeed stronger than the tempter; ii) to 
prevent us from becoming conceited over having God’s gifts; iii) that the devil may receive proof that 
we have completely renounced him; iv) that by the struggle we may become even stronger; and v) that 
we may realize how precious is the grace we have received.  
   Lent should be a time for personal reflection on where we stand as Christians in accepting the Gospel 
challenges in thought, word and deed.  It is also a time to assess our relationships with our family, 
friends, working colleagues, and other people with whom we come in contact, especially those of our 
parish.  We should examine whether we are able to make any positive contribution to other people's 
lives and to eradicate the abuses which are part of our society. 
   Let us convert Lent into a time for spiritual growth and Christian maturity 
   Let us use Lent as a time to fight daily against the evil within us and around us: Repenting and 
fighting against temptations and evil is a lifetime's task. Jesus did not overcome Satan in the wilder-
ness; He achieved that only in His death. Lent reminds us that we have to take up the fight each day 
against the evil within us and around us, and never give up. Jesus has given the assurance that the Ho-
ly Spirit is with us, empowering us, so that final victory will be ours through Jesus Christ. 
 
Chair of St Peter – February 
22 
In ancient Rome, families remembered their dead relatives and friends at a feast during the latter part 
of February in which an empty chair represented their deceased. Since the early Christians did not know 
the date of St. Peter’s death, they remembered him with a feast around his empty chair on February 22. 
Later, the Church would se the Chair of St. Peter as a symbol of his authority as the first bishop of both 
Rome and of Antioch. It was to Peter that Jesus said, “I have prayed for you, Peter, that your faith may 
not fail; and when you have turned to Me, you must strengthen the faith of your brothers and sisters.” 

Let us pray for the Conversion of the World & for Peace 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Stations of the Cross: 
 

St. Anne   6:30 p.m.  Wednesday’s 
Holy Family  12:00 Noon  Wednesday’s 

Catechetical, Catholic school educator 
courses scheduled 
 
The Office of Faith, Family, and Discipleship 
will continue to host on-line Training and 
Certification courses via Zoom in March and 
April. These courses are part of the 
Diocesan Training and Certification 
requirements for all catechists and Catholic 
school educators. In addition, adults 
interested in further learning are also 
welcome to attend.  
 
Courses to be offered include Catholic 
Social Teaching, Sacraments, and 
Scripture. To register visit 
www.dioceseofgreensburg.org and click on 
the online registration tab. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)  
 

Saturdays as follows: 
3:00 PM: Holy Family  
3:30 PM: St. Anne  
 

Stations of the Cross: on Wednesdays 
11:30  and 12:30 PM.: Holy Family  
1/2 hour before and after  
6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.: St. Anne  
1/2 hour before and after  
 

During week of March 21: 
 
Monday & Thursday, March 22 & 25 
St. Anne 30 minutes before and after the 
8:00 a.m. Mass   
 

Tuesday & Wednesday, March 23 & 24: 
Holy Family 30 minutes before and after the 
8:00 a.m. Mass 
 

A Scout Mass is planned for Saturday, February 

27 at 4:30 p.m. at the Church of St. Anne. All Boy 

Scouts and Girl Scouts in all levels of scouting are 

invited to attend dressed in uniform. Leaders, 

families and friends are welcome.  

Please call or Email Lauretta Stanley, 724-787-

1989 or lstanley@dioceseofgreensburg.org to let 

her know you are planning to come. 

 FIRST EUCHARIST FAMILY WORKSHOP  

Saturday, February 27, 2020 – 9:30 am-Noon – 
Church of Saint Anne  (unless changed to Zoom) 
(Snow date, Saturday, March 13, 2020 – 9:30 am – 
Noon)                             
This session is for parents/guardians and 
child(ren) preparing for the sacrament of First 
Eucharist.  It is your responsibility to make 
appropriate child care arrangements for siblings. 
 

The following info has been obtained from St. Anne.  If 

you have questions, please call Lauretta Stanley directly  

If you believe your child should be or you would like 

them to be included, please call Lauretta Stanley directly   

(724) 872-3486, (727) 787-1989 or 

lstanley@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY 

 FR Rich has informed us that one of their 
Capuchin Friars had died: Fr. Reginald Russo. Fr. 
Reginald, along with Fr Rich and 4 other friars lived 
in the same house on 37th street for the last 10 
years. Only at the end of this past November he 
moved across the street to our retirement/nursing 
house due to health reasons. He died of effects of 
Covid and in fact 2 other friars from where Fr. 
Reginald lived have also died in the past 3 weeks. 
 
The live of the friar’s are different than Diocesan 
priests because we live in a community of friars 
and share our resources in common.  Fr. Reginald 
loved to cook and for many years he cooked 
dinners for all the friars. His funeral is Saturday 
February 30th.  .  
Our sympathy to you, Father Rich, and the other 
friars, from the parishioners and Pastor, Father 
Dave Nazimek, on your loss. We scheduled a Mass 
on March 7, at 11:00 a.m. for Father Reginald. May 
he rest in peace. 
 

 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dioceseofgreensburg.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CPPaterra%40dioceseofgreensburg.org%7C05bd5f486135406ba71908d8c157541a%7C0d053169069f4b0d9812ae9a9f652d46%7C0%7C0%7C637471928126887773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rL1olCMjWQ%2Bc%2FGeZByFvmP%2BVSmUzwV4VTbWG7AhFL8s%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lstanley@dioceseofgreensburg.org
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Please note the Offertory and Readings are 

now included in the Bulletin instead of here in 

the insert. 

THE WELL Men’s Conference virtual 
conference set for March 20 
The Diocese of Greensburg men’s 
conference, THE WELL, will have a virtual 
conference from 9-11:30 a.m. March 20. The 
seminar is free to anyone who wishes to 
attend and will be available on the Diocese of 
Greensburg website and Facebook page. 
The theme of the event is “Jesus is Knocking, 
Open the Door!” Two dynamic speakers will 
be featured: Mike Aquilina of Bridgeville, an 
award-winning author of more than 50 books 
on Catholic history, and Father Boniface 
Hicks, O.S.B., director of spiritual formation at 
St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe. Interested 
men are asked to register for this free event 
so they are able to receive detailed 
information. 
 Registration can be found at 
www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/THEWELL. 
Those who have paid and registered for the 
in-person conference, scheduled for Sept. 25 
at Christ Our Shepherd Center, 2900 
Seminary Drive, Greensburg, are registered 
for this event. 
 

Thank you! 
We send a big thank the Community 
Foundation of Fayette County for the donation 
of three-ply masks to our Parish. We continue to 
get donations once a month through this 
foundation.  If at all possible consider donating 
to this worthy organization. 
 

Franciscan Sisters, TOR Lenten Retreat 
2021  
The Franciscan Sisters, TOR are excited to 
invite you to our annual Lenten Retreat, held 
virtually on Saturday, March 27th.  Our theme 
is Into Your Hands, Father, focusing on trust 
and abandonment to our Heavenly Father, 
seen in the life of Jesus and our own 
lives!  The retreat will offer talks, testimonies, 
music, meditations, and optional small groups 
led by a sister.    
Our sisters will also share short video 
reflections during Lent, leading up to the 
retreat, on our Facebook page and Youtube 
channel, and offer weekly share groups.  If 
you’d like to participate, register on our 
website by Sunday, February 14.  
More information about the Lenten Retreat 
can be found on our webpage 
www.franciscansisterstor.org, under Events.  

‘Be the Light’ with 2021 Diocesan Lenten 
Appeal 
The 2021 Diocesan Lenten Appeal is offering 
parishioners throughout the Diocese of 
Greensburg a chance to “Be the Light” for their 
faith community. The Lenten season is a 
reminder that Christ is the light in our lives and 
this is an opportunity to “Be the Light” for those 
in need. The COVID-19 pandemic has affected 
everyone in some way and this includes the 
faithful of the diocese. There is a way to help by 
supporting the 2021 Diocesan Lenten Appeal. 
Even a small gift can make a big difference in 
your parish. Donate to the “Be the Light” 
campaign to support God’s work that is being 
done in the Diocese of Greensburg. Visit 
www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/BeTheLight. 
 

St. Anne Holy Name Society is inviting All 

Men to a Lenton Evening of Reflection on 

Tuesday March 2nd at 6:30 PM in the Main 

Church at St. Anne 

http://www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/THEWELL
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.franciscansisterstor.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdmanley%40dioceseofgreensburg.org%7C0ff85b252533437d182408d8c2386316%7C0d053169069f4b0d9812ae9a9f652d46%7C0%7C0%7C637472894778644666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zJEHt8dkcXGvg84EkFKDG05XJQslMyKeXWYjpdGb74A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dioceseofgreensburg.org%2FBeTheLight&data=04%7C01%7CPPaterra%40dioceseofgreensburg.org%7Cc86e48d6540f44578e3008d8c87deddb%7C0d053169069f4b0d9812ae9a9f652d46%7C0%7C0%7C637479790476394164%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MRq6wlacr2Bd7BVMhJEZhDtdbDkdMXXZWtByTmCQzTc%3D&reserved=0
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